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HISTORY -PAPER-I

Time Allowed : 3 Hours Full Marks : 200

If the questions attempted afe in exXcess of the prescribed number,

only the questions attempted first up to the prescribed number
shall be valued and the remaining ones ignored.

Answers may be written either in English or in Bengali
but all answers must be in one and the same language.

GROUP - A

1. Answe ny three questions t-

"Inscriptions have been given the first place in the list of
sources of ancient Indian History, because they are on the

whole,most important and trustworthy source of knowledge" -
(V.A. Smith) . Evaluate the importance of inscriptions as the

most trustworthy source of ancient Indian History in the light
of this statement,

,f‘,ﬁ)/niscuss briefly the various theories regarding the original
| homeland of the Vedic Arvans.

pWrite a short note on the administrative innovations of Ascka.

(a at is the "classical age" of ancient India ? Write a short
note on the "cultural Renaissance" of the classical age.l0 x 3

2. Answer any two questions g-

Write an essay on the historiographical debate on Indian
Feudalism of ancient and early medieval India,

{b) What were the different policies adopted by Samudragupta to

’ establish supremacy over his contemporaries and how far was he
successful 7

(c) Attempt an impartial judgement on the achievements of Haharaj

' Sasanka of Gauda in Bengal. o X 2

3. Wri an essay on any one of the following i=-

) Religious proliferation in major seets of Buddhism, Vaisnavism
® and Saivism in India : Their transformation from Protestantism
to the synthetic Bhakti Cult,

{b) The growth and development of art and architecture in South
India unéer the Pallavas, Chalukyas and Cholas.,

GROUP - B

4, Answef any three questions i1~

( Explain the causes of failure of the Hindus against the early
kish attacks in India.

din Khal ji deserved to be considered - one of the best
tans of Delhi" -~ Ibn Batutah . Do you agree ?

"The Divine Faith (Din-i-Ilahi)was a monument of Akbar's folly,

A not of his wisdom. The whole scheme was the outcome of ridiculous
vanity, a monstroms growth of unrestrained autocracy®™ -
V. A. Smith. Is this statement true or a false malign and

allegation of contempt 7 Is it born out of his political
compulsion 7

(d) Assess briefly, the historical significance of the Bhakti cult
movement of India from l14th to 16th Century, 10 x 3
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1y the main trends in the Mughal-Afghan contest
in northern India from 1526 - 1556. . 15

acterize Sher Shah _ as an innovator or a

15
e Rajput Policy of m the great Mughal. What
- %-mn ? . _ 15
< » - d.‘ -
e an essay on s;x @ £he following » "M’ ok -
- impact of Islam on Indian Society and religion md ﬂuoe-

versa from the 13th to 16th Centuries. p
(b) Art, architecture and culture under the Mughals. 40
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