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CENSUS OF 1901
The results of the census of 1901 are summarized as follows
in the Bengal Census Report of 1901. *“The Bishnupur subdivision
has increased by 7 per cent, so that it has now nearly recovered
the combined losses of the two previous decades, but the
headquarters subdivision has added less than 3 per cent to its
population. This is due to the movements of the people. The
immigrants from outside the district are fewer.by about 13,000
than they were ten years ago, while emigrants have increased
by more than 38,000. The emigrants are for the most part hardy
aborigines from the south and east of the district, who find
the high pay obtainable on the coal-fields of Asansol or the
distant tea gardens of Assam a more attractive prospect than
a penurious livelthood laboriously extracted from the unwilling
soil of their native uplands. There is also a considerable amount
of temporary migration on the part of the semi-Hinduized tribes
in the south and west of the district, who supplement their scanty
harvests by working as labourers in the metropolitan districts,
when they have no crops to look after. They leave home in
December after the winter rice has been reaped, and do not
return till the monsoon breaks. This temporary emigration was
greatly stimulated in. the cold weather, when the ccnsus was
taken, by the short harvest of that year, and this accounts te
a great extent for the falling off in the population of Raipur
and the very small increase in other thanas in the south of the
district. But for these movements of the people, the growth
of the population would have been two or two-and-a-half times
as great as that recorded at the census.” S

The principal statistics of this census are shown in the table

below :
Area in NUMBER Of Popula- | Popula- Percentage
SUBDIVISION square tion | tion per of variation
miles Towns | Villages | square in population
mile between
1891 and 1901
&
Bankura 1921 1 4069 (712,055 371 +2.85
Bishnupur 700 2 1.523 [404356] 578 +1.17
DISTRICT TOTAL 2,621 3 5592 |L.I16,411f 426 +437
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Hooghly, and the mines in Burdwan and Manbham. There is
also a certain amount of emigration to the Assam tea gardens,

which will be dealt with in Chapter XI.

The volume of immigration is small, only 2.6 per cent of
the population being returned as immigrants at the last census.
Unlike the adjoining districts of Burdwan and Manbhim, there
are no mining centres, the few small coal mines that exist being
worked by local labour and in no way affecting the population.
Most of the immigrants are inhabitants of the neighbouring
districts; and the immigrants from distant places are mainly
Biharis, who are employed as peons, darwans, etc.

TOWNS AND VILLAGES

The district is almost entirely agricultural, and there are only
three towns, Bankura, Bishnupur and Sonamukhi, with an
aggregate population of 53,275 or S per cent of the total
population. These towns are unprogressive, of little commercial
importance, and on the whole-distinctly rural in character. The
remainder of the population is contained in 5,592 villages, most
of which are of small size, 68 per cent of the rural population
living in villages containing less than 500 inhabitants. The
character of the villages differs considerably in the east and
west of the district. In the east, where much of the land is
rich loam, able to support a numerous population, we find the
closely packed villages of Bengal, surrounded by picturesque .
groves of trees. In the undulating tract to the west, where the
ridges afford healthy sites for villages and the inhabitants are
to a large extent Santals, Bagdis and Bauris, the closely packed
hog-backed huts of the Bengalis give place to the mud walls
. and straight roofs characteristic of Santal clearings; while in
the hilly broken country bordering on Chota Nagpur nothing

is scen but small scattered hamlets.

LANGUAGE

The language current in the district isthe dialect known as Rarhi
boli, or western Bengali, which is also spoken in Burdwin,
* “Birbhiim, Manbham, Singhbhiim and 24-Parganas. Rarhi boli,
it may be explained, means the language spoken in Rarh, i.e.,
the country lying to the west of the Bhagirathi river and south
of the Ganges. This dialect was returned in 1901 as the language
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two departments worked side by side until 1899, when the Middle
School was abolished and the school was converted into a High
School recognized by the University and aided by Government.
Both educationally and financially the High School has been
a great success, for year after year the percentage of passes
in the Entrance Examination has been higher than in most of
the schools in the district, and numerically the school has stood
easily first during the last three years: at the end of the year
1906 there were 330 names on the roll. Owing partly to the
continued success of the Kuchkuchid High School, but more
particularly to the demand for higher education in the district,
college classes were commenced in the High School building
in June 1903 ; but the number rose so rapidly that it was soon
found impossible to continue the work in the school building,
and the classcs were transferred to the Central Hall, a spacious
building belonging to the Mission, which stands in a finc position
in the middle of the town. From its inception the college has
been most successful, and though owing to the reorganisation
of the University, it had to wait four years for affiliation, the
percentage of passes in the First Arts Exmination has been
remarkably high, 61 students having passed that examination
up to date (1907). In order to meet the requirements of the
University, it has been found necessary to make preparations

" for the erection of a separate college building, and several other

buildings will be necessary in connection with the college scheme.
A fine site of 115 bighds has been obtained, on which it is
intended to ercct the new college, a hostel for Hindu students,
a Christian hostel, a house for the Principal, and other buildings
when nceded. Much progress has already been made. The
Principal’s house is completc; the foundation of the college
has been laid; and a fine recreation ground of nearly 10 bighds
has been prepared. The college is now affiliated up to the B.A.
Examination in Arts, and the University has been asked to grant
permission for teaching Chemistry ; to this end, provision is being
made in thc new building, so that the students may have both
theoretical and practical teaching.

In addition to higher education, attention is being paid to
primary cducation both among boys and girls. In the Mission
compound there is a well-built and well-equipped boarding school
for Christian girls. The teaching is carried on up to the Middle
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Missionary Society from Burdwan. The work is carried on in
the town of Bankurd and the surrounding villages by a staff
of native workers under European supervision, and at present
the Christian community numbers about 400. The Mission staff
in Bankura consists of three European missionaries, one native
minister, four catechists and a number of other workers.

In the south-west corner of the district there is another branch
of the Wesleyan Mission with its headquarters at Sarengd near
Raipur, where for the last 8 years educational and evangelistic
work has been vigorously carricd on by the Rev. G.E. Woodford;
the Christian community there now numbers over 300. In the
Mission compound there is a flourishing boys boarding school
with about 40 boys, most of whom are Santdl Christians, but
non-Christian Santal and Hindu boys are also admitted. Teaching
is given up to the Middle Vemacular standard, and the school
has an excellent record, a large number of scholarships having
been won. Specially promising boys are sent to the Bankurd
Mission High School, and one Santal Christian boy has passed
the Entrance examination. In addition to the boys’ school, there
is a girls’ school in the compound, at which about 50 girls study
under the care of a trained Christian teacher from the Bankurd
Female Training School. The Upper Primary examination is the

standard of this school, but particularly bright girls continue
their education in the Bankura girls” school. There are also several

Primary schools scattered throughout the south-west of the

district.

An interesting feature of this branch of the mission is that
a considerable area of land has been acquired, on which a number
of Christian families have been settled. Not many years back
the male members of these families were the terror of the
neighbourhood, but a great change has come over them. They
are now sctiling down most satisfactorily, earning an honest
livelihood, and becoming respected members of the community.

SOCIAL WORK .

The social work of the Mission is carried on in connection with
the Leper Asylum, which is under the supervision of members
of the Mission. An account of this Asylum will be found in

the next chapter.

B
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religion is compounded of elements borrowed from orthodox
Hinduism and survivals from the mingled Animism and
Nature-worship of the pure aboriginals.

The Bagdis worship Siva; Vishnu, Dharmardj, Durgd, the
Saktis, and the myriad names of the modern Hindu Pantheon,
in a more or less intelligent fashion, under the guidance of
degraded (patit) Brahmans. But together with these greater gods
we find the Santal goddess Gosain Era and Barapahdri, which
is merely another name for the “'great mountain’’ (Marang Buru)
of the Santils ; while the Bagdis themselves say that their favourite
deity is Manasa or the snake goddess. Similarly, the connection
of the Bauris with Hinduism is of a slender kind. Their favourite
objects of worship are Manasi, Bhadu, Mansingh, Barapahari,
Dharamridj, and Kudrasini. Goats are sacrificed to Mansingh,
and fowls to Barapahdri; pigs, fowls, rice, sugar and ghi are
offered to KudrasinT on Saturdays and Sundays at the 3khra,
or dancing place of the village, through the medium of a Bauri
priest, who abstains from flesh and fish on the day preceding
the sacrifice. The priest gets as his fee the lowls that arc offered
and the leg of the pig; the worshippers cat the rest. Unlike

the Bigdis, who have dcgraded Brahmans to look after their

spiritual welfare, the Bauris have not yet attained to the dignity
of having Brihmans to serve them, but their priests are men
of their own caste, called Lava or Degharia.

These two races account for one-fifth of the total population,
and their favourite deities are Manasa and Bhadu, whose worship

calls for a more detailed mention.

WORSHIP OF MANASA

The worship of Manasd, the snake goddess, is conducted with
great pomp and circumstance by both Bagdis and Bauris, who
claim that it secures them immunity from snake bite. On the
5th and 20th of Asirh, Srdban, Bhadra and Aswin, i.e., the
four rainy months lasting from the middle of June to the middle
of October, rams and he-goats are sacrificed, and rice,
swectmeats, (ruit and flowers are offered. On the Nigpanchami,
i.e., the Sth of the light half of Srdban (at the end of August},
a four-armed cffigy of the goddess, crowned by a tiara of snakes,
grasping a cobra in each hand, and with her fect resting on
a goose, is carried round the village with much discordant music,
-and is finally thrown into a tank.
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(in Manbham) died, and to commemorate her memory the R3ja
instituted an annual festival, at which an image of his daughter

was exhibited. This has been kept up, though its origin has been

perhaps forgotten ; and the Raja’s daughter has now been deified

by the low castes, who, on the last night of Bhadra, hawk about
a gorgeous image of her from house to house. Dancing goes
on the whele night, and on the third day the image is thrown

into a tank. _
Regarding this worship, Mr. R. C, Dutt writes: ““The worship
of Bhadu (in the month of Bhadra) is said to have been recently
introduced into Bankura from Manbhdm and other western
districts. The worship is a purely aboriginal one, and the goddess
Bhadu is not recognized by the Hindus, nor has she yet obtained
any Hindu worshippers. She is imagined to be a princess of
excessive goodness and beauty, who took pity on the condition
of the poor Biuris, and died at an early age. The Bauris have
no priests, and so the women and children of each family chant
songs day after day before thisidol, which they deck with flowers.
For some days villages and streets resound with the singing of
women and the merry shouts of boys. The last day of Bhadra
is the last and most important day of this primitive pdja, and
the worshippers forget all work and all cares in their loud and
boisterous worship of Bhadu. There can be no doubt the worship
is connected in some way with the early rice harvest, which
commences in Bhadra. This is the time of national rejoicings
all over Bengal, and Hindus worship Durgd, Lakshmi, and a

LER Y

succession of deities as this harvest gocs on.

WORSHIP OF DHARMARAJ

It has already been mentioned that both Bagdis and Bauris
worship Dharmardj, but this cult is not confined to them and
is common throughout the district. There are many deities known

by the name of Dharmardj in various parts of Bankurd, but
the most ancient is said to be Briddhaksha, who is enshrined

means ‘‘the old-eyed one,”” and the god, who is also commonly
known as Bura Dharma, is represented by a piece of stone
covered with vermilion and having metal eyes. The priests are

* The Aboriginal Element in the Population of Bengal, Calcutta Review,
1882.

iy |
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The worship of Dharma is believed by Mahamahopadhaya
Hara Prasad Sastri to be a corrupt form of Buddhism. The writers
of Tantrik compilations among the Hindus, he says, incorporated
as many of the Tantrik Buddhist divinities as they could possibly
do without jeopardizing their reputation for orthodoxy. But there
were still divinities, to whom, even with their wonderful power
of adaptation, they could not venture to give a place in the
Pantheon, and one of these is Dharma. Originally Dharma was

the second person in the Buddhist Trinity, but the term came
to be applied to the worship of stipas, the visible emblem of
Buddhism to the ignorant multitude. ““Dharma worship remained
confined to the lowest classes of the people—the dirtiest, meanest
and most illiterate classes. All the lowest forms of worship
rejected by the Brahmans gradually rallied round Dharma, and
his priests throughout Bengal enjoy a certain consideration which
often excites the envy of their highly placed rivals, the Brahmans,
who, though hating them with a genuine hatred, yet covet their
earnings whercver these are considerable ; and there are instances
in which the worship of Dharma has passed into Brahman hands,
and has been, by them, transformed into a manifestation cither

of Siva or of Vishnu.
After recapitulating the arguments by which he identifies
Dharma worship as a survival of Buddhism, the Pandit goes
on tosay : ““The Dharma worshippers are fully aware that Dharma
is not an infcrior deity; he is higher than Vishnu, higher than
~ Siva, higher than Brahmi, and cven higher than Pdrvati. His
position is, indeed, as exalted as that of Brahma in Hindu
philosophy. In fact, one of the books in honour of Dharma
gives an obscure hint that the work has been written with the
object of establishing the Brahmahood of Dharma. The
representation of Dharma in many places is a tortoise. Now
a tortoise is a miniature representation of a stipa with five niches
for five Dhyani Buddhas. At Salda in Bankurd an image of Buddha
in meditative posture is still actually worshipped as Dharma.
The worshippers of Dharma are unconscious of the fact that
they are the survivors of a mighty race of men and that they
have inherited their religion from a glorious past.””” To this it
may be added that at the present day the image of Dharma
is generally found in the houses of low caste pcople, and that

1%

- *Bengal Census Report of 1901, Part 1, p. 204.
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Bauri 113,325
Santal 105,682
Brihman 93,443
Bagdi 90,868
Teli 73,596
Godla 65,784
BAURIS i

The Bauris are a low aboriginal caste who work as cultivators,
agricultural labourers and palki-bearers. They are divided into
the following nine sub-castes: (1) Mallabhumid, (2) Sikharia
or Gobarid, (3} Panchakoti, (4) Mold or Mulo, (5) Dhulid or
Dhulo, {6) Malui or Malui, (7) Jhatid or Jhetid, (8) Kathuria,
and (9) Pathurid. Some of these sub-castes appear to have been
originally territorial subdivisions. The Mallabhumia and Malua,
and perhaps also the Mold, were residents of Mallabhim, ie.,
the eastern and central portions of the district; the Sikharia
were originally Biuris who lived in Sikharbhdim, i.c., the tract
between the Kisai and Barakar rivers; the Dhulid sub-caste is
supposed to come from Dhalbhiim, which in this district includes
the Khitra thana; while Panchakoti refers to the central portion
of the Panchet (Pachet) estate to the west. The name Gobarid
is said to refer to a domestic custom of clearing up the remnants
of a meal with cowdung, and Jhitid is explained as denoting
a group who simply sweep away the fragments of a meal without
washing the place where it has been spread. :
Many of them held substantial tenures on terms of police
" service—a fact which lends colour to the view that they are
among the earliest settlers in this part of the country. Traces
of totemism still survive in their reverence for the red-backed
heron and the dog, and perhaps in their strong objection to
touching horse-dung. The heron is looked upon as thc emblem
of the tribe, and may not be killed or molested on pain of
expulsion from the caste. Dogs also are sacred, so much so
that a Bauri will on no account kill a dog or touch a dead dog's
body, and the water of a tank in which a dog has been drowned
cannot be uscd until an entire rainy season has washed the
impurity away. :
Biuris admit into their caste members of any caste higher
than themselves in social standing. No regular cercmony is
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field for them. Bom and bred in the jungle, their favourite
occupation, besides hunting, is the gradual reclamation of jungle
land. To this work they assiduously adhere till, as is often the
case, they are ousted from the land thus won from the waste
by grasping landlords, who, when they find that the land broken
up by the Santdls has attained the desired point of tillage, demand
an exorbitant rent, or employ other means to compel them to
give up their holdings and betake themselves to fresh jungle,
where they arc subsequently no better treated. Of late years,
however, they have become more tenacious of their rights. A
fuller description of this intercsting race will be found in the

Appendix to this Chapter.

BAGDIS

The Bagdis arc another caste of non-Aryan origin, who account
for their genesis by a number of legends. One of these is to
the effect that they originally came from Cooch Behir and were
the offspring of Siva and Pérvati. Siva, it is said, lived there
with a number of concubines of the Koch tribe. Pdrvati was
moved by jealousy to come in the disguisc of a fishcrwoman
and destroy the standing crops of the Koches, and Siva could
only inducc her to depart by begetting on her a son and a daughter.
Thesc twins were afterwards married, and gave birth to Hambir,
king of Bishnupur in this district, from whose four daughters—
Santu, Netu, Mantu and Kshetu—the four sub-castes Tentulii,
Dulia, Kusmetia and Maua are descended. It is an instructive
coincidence that the founder of the Bishnupur Rdj, Adi Malla,
from whom Bir Himbir was descended, is to this day known
as the Bigdi Raji, and his descendants as the kings of
the Bagdis.

In this district the original structure of the caste seems to
have been singularly well preserved, and we find the Bagdis
divided into the following sub-castes: (1) Tentulid, bearing the
titles Bagh, Santrd, Rai, Khan, Pulid; (2) Kasidikulia, with the
titles Minjhi, Masalchi, Palankhai, Pherkd; (3) Dulid, with the
titles Sardir and Dhara; (4) Ujha or Ojhi; (5} Michhug,
Mechhud or Mecho; (6) Gulimanjhi; (7) Dandamanijhi;
(8) Kusmectia, Kusmitiad or Kusputra; (9) Mallametia, Matia
or Matial. Of these endogamous sub-castes the Tentulid is called
after the tamarind tree (tentul), and the Kisaikulid is named
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courtyard of the house is defended by the bride’s friends, and
a mimic conflict takes place, which ends in the victory of the

barat.
Symbolic capture having been thus effected, the bridegroom
is seated with his face to the cast on a wooden stool placed
under a bower of salleaves, having pots of oil, grain and turmeric
at the [our corners, and a small pool of water in the centre.
When the bride enters, she marches seven times round the bower,
keeping it always on her right hand, and seats hersclf opposite
to the bridegroom, the pool of water being between the pair.
The right hands of the bride, the bridegroom, and the bride’s
cldest relative are tied together with thread by the officiating
Brahman, who at the same time recites sacred texts (mantras),
the purport of which is that the bride has been given by her
people to the bridegroom and has been accepted by him. The
priest then claims his fce, and, after receiving it, untics the
thread and knots together the scarves worn by the married couple.
This part of thc ceremony is called gotrdntar, the change of
gotra, and is supposed to transfer the bride from her own section
or exogamous group to that ol her husband. It is followed by
sindurdan, i.c. the bridegroom takes a small cup of vermilion
(sindur) in his left hand, and with his right hand smears the
colour on the parting of the bride’s hair. This is considered
the essential and binding portion of thc marriage ceremony.
Garlands of flowers are then exchanged by the partics, and
the rest of the night is spent in fcasting, thc married couple
lcaving for the bridegroom’s house early next moming. The
knotted scarves are not untied until the fourth day after the
wedding. When a divorce takes place, it is symbolized by the
husband breaking a straw in two or taking away the iron bracelet
commonly worn by married women.

Like the Biuris, the Bagdis admit members of any higher
caste into their circle, and the process of initiation is like that
already described in the case of the Bauris, cxcept that a man
admitted into the Dulid sub-caste has to take the palanquin or
duli on his shoulder as a sign of his acceptance of their hereditary
occupation. Most of the Bigdis arc to some extent engaged
in agriculture, usually as korfdor under-ryots, and comparatively
few have attained the more respectable position of occupancy
tenants. Large numbers work as landless day labourers, paid
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but covenanted to pay an annual rental in perpetuity. This system,
which left him a mere annuity on the land, was recognized by
law in 1819, and a power of salc similar to that possessed
by Government was given to the patniddrs. The latter again
sublet on similar terms, and the result has been to create a
class of persons living on small fixced incomes and without interest
in the tenantry. This has caused a disappearance of the old
feudal spirit and a disintegration of the relations between
landlords and tenants, who no longer haye that common solidarity
of intercst which used to exist. The surplus grain in former
days was spent in works of public utility, and a large village
would have good tanks and bathing ghdts, while its temples
were carcfully kept up and rcligious festivals were lavishly
observed. Now, in many cascs, the old zamindar’s family
residence is in ruins, and he himsclf often spends what income
he can realise in fighting law suits. If the landlord is not in
debt, he is usually an absentce, having but latcly purchased |
the estate; but it is reported that the large non-resident landlords '
all treat their tenants with justice and consideration. It must
be remembered, moreover, that this state of affairs only marks
a transition stage, the old feudal inter-dependence between
zaminddrs and their tenants not yct having been replaced by
the new inter-dependence between labour and capital.

VILLAGE OFFICIALS

The following is a brief account of the principal village officials
or of those whose duties bring them into close connection with
the villagers.

NAIB

The ndibis the deputy or representative of the landholder, placed
in charge of thc whole or part of his zaminddri or estate, of
which he has the general management. He is assisted by a staff
of muharrirs, peons and gumashtas.

GUMASHTA

Perhaps the most important personality in village lifc is the
gumashta or tahsildar, as he is the agent cmployed by the
zaminddr to manage affairs between himsell and his tenants.
His chicf dutics consist in collecting rents, granting receipts,
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is paid a small sum of money, according to the means of the
payer, and also receives a few betel-nuts, sweetmeats, and other
preserits, which, although of small value, are indicative of respect
for his position. Again, whenever a villager gives a fcast on
the occasion of annaprdsan (or the feeding of an infant with
rice for the first time), karnabedh (car-boring), upanayana (first
wearing of the sacred thread by Braman boys), marriage, sraddha
(funeral obscquies), sapindakaran (annual obsequics), or pdja
(rcligious ceremonies), the mukhya, ol whatcver castc he may
be, must be invited to dine. i
The other village officials are the pricst, barber, washerman,
astrologer, and the representatives of the various artisan castes.
In the old Hindu organization, these persons were looked upon
as public servants, and remunerated by grants of rent-{rce lands
from the common lands of the village. They have, however,
long ceased to exist as village officials, and are now hardly
more than private servants carrying on certain occupations, and
paid for their work by the individuals on whom they attend.

PURCHIT
The chicf of these is the purohitor pricst. Nearly every well-to-do
Hindu cultivator maintains a family idol, gencrally a sdlgrdm
(a black round stonc with a holc in it}, which the family priest
worships every morning and evening as representing Vishnu.
For this he is remunerated by daily gifts of rice and mitk. In
some villages there is an idol kept in a house called the mandap,
or in a masonry temple erected at the joint expenseof the
great majority of the villagers; and gifts of rice, (ruit, etc.,
for its service are contributed by each houschold in turn. If
the village idol has been set up by a zamindir or rich villager,
there will gencrally be found an endowment of land attached
thereto, from the proceeds of which the articles necessary for
the piija scrvice are purchased. and {rom which are supported
the village pricst, the mali who furnishes the flowers, the doms
or musicians, the kamdr who sacrifices goats belore the idol,
the potter who supplies the carthen vessels, cte. Besides his
remuncration for his services before the idol, the family priest
receives numerous gifts from the villagers on occasions of births,

marriages, srdddha, etc.
An account of the other village servants will be found in
Chapter VIL
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SIMANADARS
In thanas Indas and Kotalpur, there are a body of men called
simanadars, who perfrom the dutics of chaukidars. They have
grants of lands in licu of wages ; butin someinstances theseservice

lands have been resumned under Act VI of 1870.

ITMAMDARS OR MANDALS
Itmamdars or mandals are persons charged with the realization
of a stipulated rent for a cerlain matza or number ol mauzas,
and in lieu of wages enjoy certain lands rent-free in the mauza
or mauzds in their charge. Such lands are called itmamdari ot

mandali lands.

PARAMANIK AND MANJHI
The pardmanikis the headman among certain lower castes, who
decides questions affecting the caste and other social matters.
Among Santils the headman is called a Manjhi. He presides at
village meetings, decides petty disputes, arranges hunting parties

and attends marriages and religious ceremonies.

FAUIDAR AND CHITARIDAR
It is reported that the district, or rather this part of the country,
is divided into scveral divisions by the Goswamis of Khardah
in the 24-Parganas, who are the decendants of Nityananda and
are regarded as leaders of the Vaishnavas by the followers of
Chaitanya and Nityananda. In cach division, which is called
bhabuk mahil, the Goswamis keep two officers, viz., a faujdar
and under him a chharidar. For every bhek, i.e., the ceremony
of initiation of a Vaishnava, and for cvery martiage and death
cercmony ol Vaishbavas, Re. 1-6 is said to be duc to the
Goswamis, of which the faujdargets 4 annas and the chharidar
2 annas as remuncration for the services they render to the

Goswamis.

FOOD
The ordinary food of all cla
(dal), tish, milk and vegeta

sscs consists principally of rice, pulses
bles. The food and the time {or taking
it vary according to circumstances, bui the general practice is
to take two mcals, one in the day at about 10 or Il a.m., and
the other at night at about 8 or 9 p.m. The meals consist of the
articles mentioned above, except that some take bread

Ei—

R e




BANKURA

repast, usually ¢ L
L Y consistin
and in the evening, g of Sweetmeats, is taken

DWELLINGS

r’{]'};zehgfuts)e_s‘]fall under threc main h
e ric ormasonry, Kanchgor
an gcneprld ’or houses with tileq o
rafters mr:?(;g (())tf [hr'e(; s, e
girders W00 ,_those in which { i
e fevsn(()jf”:f(:;e]::t;vhmh it rests on arc}?ecs r(:l(:grls 'SUPPOHC‘J ot
. I two classes. The W(';”S of i;zsﬁof:v oo
s¢ houses

cads, viz Tka
» VIZ., paka or houses
Olrl‘ouses thatched with Straw
o s. The. Pakad houscs again,
S¢ roofed with beams and

ous villages masonr ildi
villag sonry build
bers; ufhdc a few tiled ho&jggss

g ( D t l

as the other poryj
portions of the -
Hence th eroof, the
e N e . corne P
_— = e curved outline of the ridge and ; hd"’P to be lowered.
* ve lines.”*

FACS A . . N l V'”, ])l) J7‘—|8).
R *])()IIS'_ '\[(' S(l]\/ 'Il(.hd V() 9
(

Y the same inclination

THE PEOPLE 77

CLOTHING
The ordinary clothing of a gentleman appearing at a social
gathering in the cold weather consists of a dhuti, or waistcloth
of cotton, a shirt and coat, a shawl and a pair of stockings and
shoes. In other seasons of the year a dhuti, shirt or coat, a chiadar
and shoes arc worn. When appearing at office, the clothing
consists of pantaloons, a shirt, a chapkan, a chadar, and a pair
of stockings and shoes : persons of somewhat higher position use
chogds, or loose overcoats, instead of chadars. The ordinary
clothing of a man of the middle classes consists of a dhuti, chadar
and a pair of shoes or slippers; shirts and coats are also
occasionally used. A cultivator wcars merely a coarse dhutiand
a scarf {(gamchd) thrown over the shoulders or wrapped around
the waist. Men of the lower classes have a coarcs dhuti only.
In the cold weather shawls and various wrappers are uscd, such

as the bandtsmade of serge or broadcloth, the dhusa and balaposh
made of cotton and cloth, the garbhasuti woven with tusser and
cotton thread, and the gildp or pachhuri, which is a double chadar
made of coarse cloth. The dress of the women generally consists
of a sarf only ; but in rich families thc usc of bodices and wrappers

has been introduced. As a rule, females, with the

in the winter
or other

exception of prostitutes, do not usc shoes, shawls,
garments uscd by the males.

AMUSEMENTS
The amusements of the people consist chiefly of the Jatra, a
theatrical entertainment given in the open air, baithakisongs, i.c.,
songs in the baithak or gencral sitting room, and dancing. I all
of these both vocal and instrumental musics are employed. Men
of all classes attend jatras, but the mass of the pcople amuse
themselves with Harisankirtan, in which they sing and dance in
the name of Hari (God). Sometimes Harisankirtan continues
without intermission for several days and nights, and is called,
according to its duration, ahordtra (one day and night),
chabbisprahar(3 days and nights}), pancharatra (S days and nights)
and nabaratra (9 days and nights). The pcople of the Rarh desh,
of which Bankura forms part, are, it may be added, famous jatrd
performers, and the inhabitants of Bishnupur arc particularly

musical.
GENERAL CONDITIONS

The population is a mixed one, including purc Hindu castes of
Aryan descent, semi-aboriginals recently admitted in the pale

bty
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working classes, the frugal and calculating shopkeeper, the patient
and hardworking Sadgop or Godld, the humble and laborious
Kaibartta, all keep away from drink. The boistcrous merriment
{hatis causcd by drunkenness is forcign to their quiet, sobernature,
and if a very few of them drink, they drink quictly at home before
they retirc at night. Far diffcrent is the case with the
serni-Hinduized aborigines. Barbarians hanker after strong
excitements and boisterous joys, and nowhere is drunkenncss so
universal as among barbarians. The Biuris, the Bagdis, the Muchis
have enough of their old nature in therr to feel a craving for drink,
and the outstill system-with the cheapenin;t of spirits has been a
boon to them. When spirit was dear, they made themsclves merty
over their pachwii; and now that spirit is cheaper, they take to
it naturally in preference to pachwii. Of the numerous outstills
and pachwdaishops in Burdwin and Bankurd that we have visited,
we have not scen one which did not mainly depend for its revenue
on semi-aboriginal consumers. We never saw one single Hindu
among the crowds of people assembled in liquor or pachwdi,
shops; when the Hindu does drink, he sends for the drink, and

consumes it at home.
“The distinction between Hindus and the semi-Hinduized
aborigines is no less marked in the position of their women.
Nowhere, cxcept in towns, arc Hindu women kept in that absolute
seclusion which Musalman women delight in. In villages the wives
and daughters ol the most respectable and high caste Hindus walk
with perfect {recdom from house to house, or to the tank or
river-side for their ablutions. Respectable women go veiled, while
those of the lower classes go without veil or only half veiled. No
respectable woman will speak to, orcan be accosted by a stranger,
while even among the lower class Hindu women, except when
verging on old age, few will often speak to strangers. These
restrictions cntirely disappear in the case of the semi-Hinduized
aborigines. Their women have the perfect freedom of women in
Europe. Young wives, as well as clderly widows, walk without
the apology of a veil through the streets or the village bazar; they
will talk to any one when necessary ; and being naturally of merry,
lively dispositions, they chat and laughrgaily as they pass through
the most crowded streets. The young Tanti or Chhutdr women,
the Kumhar or the Kamar’s wife. will often stand aside when a
stranger is passing by the same road. but custom imposes no such
rute of modesty on the women of -the Bauris. But. if the
semi-aboriginal women enjoy the perfect fecdom of
_ European women, they have often to pay dearer [or their




80 BANKURA

liberty. Houschold work is the lot of Hindu women, but the
semi-aboriginal women must do outdoor work also. Wives as well
as widows, mothers and daughters, are all expected to work in
the field or at the village, tank or road, and so cke out the miserable
incomes of their husbands, sons or fathers. When a road is
constructed by Government or a tank excavated by a village
zaminddr, Biuri men and women work togcther, the men using
the spades and the women carrying the earth in baskets. Wives
often carry things for sale to the village market, while husbands
work in the ficld ; the Bauri women of Bankuri are the best coolies
for carrying luggage or portmanteaus, often twenty or thirty miles
in a day. :

There is a curious distinction made in field labour among the
semi-aboriginal tribes. Ploughing and sowing arc the duties of men,
transplantation and weeding are the duties of women. When the
seedlings are grown in the nursery, and the ficlds are well ploughed
and prepared for receiving the scedlings, the work of the men has
ceased for a time. To take the seedlings to the field and to plant
them there in sand or knee-deep water, is the work of the women.
They are said to be more proficient in their light but tiresome work
than men, and some women are so proficicnt, that they will not
work for others at daily rates of wages, but will earn much more
by taking contracts for definite arcas, which they will plant with
seedlings in a wonderfully short time. In the fertile valley of the
Kasai, in the district of Bankurd, we have seen rice-fields stretching
oneafterthe other formiles together, and allunder transplantation.
Bauri and other semi-aboriginal women are scen by the hundred
engaged in this work, standing in thc midday sun, in wind or water,
planting the scedlings with surprising nimbleness, or resting for
a while, and gaily chatting with cach other with the lightness and
Joyousness of heart which never deserts them. When the corn is
ripe, the tougher work of reaping belongs to man, though we have
sometimes scen women take a part in it also. For the rest, the
lot of these semi-aboriginal women is not a hard one, to Jjudge
from-their healthy appearance and their merry faces, but when
the husbands get drunk, as they do as oftcn as they can, the wives,
we fancy, have a bad time of it, and wife-hcating is very much
worse among the semi-aboriginal castes than among Hindus.

“In their social and religious ccremonies the semi-Hinduized
aborigines arc every day being drawn closer to Hinduism. Themore
respectable and advanced among them may indeed be said (o have
adopted Hinduism in all its main fcatures, while even the most
backward castes have adopted some Hindu customs.”




